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isn't fasheonable 1o say so. In 2090, | s
out 1o write a chronicks of anti-Christian
parssculicn on esveral continsnts.
Pubsstued in my Book, Chnstancoholng,
fhe results of ry research are even mons
dizcuisting than | expeciad

Abu Hamgza, 77 ringlsadsr Mobammad
Siclgune Khan and ather iedemic Sounes
wirri Ak B pracise heir ralgion
ppenly i Brtain, yef there 5 acarcely

& simgle country, from Morccco to
Pakistan. in which Chestians ars fully fres
i wearship walbcoud resiriction, Muslims
whe Gorveert Lo Chrstianily or ol lailhs
in st of theze socisties face harsh
penaliies. There iz o a high risk that
tha churches will 3l bul vanish from
{beir Eabobgal heartlarnds m (he Middle
Easl A lavw rhontis ago, e Grand
butt of Saudi Arabia, Sheikk Akbsdul
Aziz bin Abdullah, clicially anmouncead
that “it is necessary to desstroy all the
churchies” on e Avabean Faningula
D reason Western audences hesar
a0 tle sboul faith-bassd viclimizabion
in the Muslim world is siraightforwerd:
young Christians in Eurcpe and
Arnenica donal become radialised”
and persecuted Chnstians lend nat o
respond with l2rrorist viclence. This
forb=arance should of cosrse be a
source of prids in many regpecte. and

woLld b an unqualiied gocd il properly
acknoledoged, Bug it counls for Bie noa
clirnete where most of what is considered
riesweworthy eohlves tub-thumping or
oulright wiclsnce.

The problarms faced by Christians are nol
by any means restrictad o the Muslim
workd, Take Inchia, where rminorilies —
Musgirns neluded = are menaced by
Hindu =xtremisie who consider the
moncthaistc iredilions to be umsslcome
mporis, and resert Chinstian apposilion
Io thee Caste seslem, Babwaen Sugust
arvdd Ocloker of 2008, Hindu hardiners in
the eastem state of Crises murdered at
keas 9 peopls, displeced 50,000, and
sttecked 170 churchas and chapsls.

Eleswhiers, 1he culprits inchude not

anly ommunisis, b alsa Buddhis
ralionalksls in counlnes such as Bunma
avdd S0 Larka, The scale of communist
intolerance is a metter of record. Curbe
on freedom of worship in countriss
such as Lhina, Vietnam and Cubaa ane
draconian and somelmes sadislic

Wiy does all thes maltter? One obvious
anawar is that faith isn't going to go
ewey. Whalsvar ona's view of the
Cobwrence ol redigicus beliel, il cled
ihat seculansation has gomns nto revensge,
partly through the spread of democracy.
Thraa-quartars of humarsy now
profeeses a religicus cresd, this figurs

% predaied o reach BO per conlt

by mid-century

The proapect sholdd not surpriss

13, Atheesm feads off bad raligion,
acapecialy lundamenlalism, whose
casiy dsposable, dogmalic cerainlies
recwy form one ol athesm's man
asaata. On the ather hand, it &2 much
hardar {or athsism to replacs tha
riaginalive richnegs ol  matune
raligicus cammiiment, and the
correapanding assurancs that life

= worlh living responsibly, because

1 has ulimate meaaning

Hut fash is ke fire:  warmns, bt it can
algo burm, This poind should be gramed
even if one accepts religion’s stahes as
an mmerse sourcs of social capital.
iy b pagiteee siche, laith-Dased
comashan has mobdsesd] mmons 1o
cppose authoritaran ragimes, ineusgunate
demccratic ransilions, support human
rights ared ks Puman sulheng

Thz challange, then, & K promoale e
peatefid messages at the heart of the
workd's major feithe, while nautralising
pervarsions of the core teachings

Rupert Sharil is the aushor of
Chnstanoohobia: A Faith Under
Attack, published by Rider.
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Jack Kale lalkevs the laikspr ol & ance vibranl, hly
operational poboe otbcer into a burnt-cun, post-traumatic
alcoholc. It is also atale of & eyatemn fading. and of a significant

oresch of truat.

Jack Knife dscusses integrty ard debiates the ervironment
irfce wihich woung men and wormen are thrust wilh lidle o no
gwarensss of what they are abous o experience, of how o deal

with it when they do

The author takes you through a senss of operational police

Dhurinng Fes L 5 a police
cfficer, the author was
confrontzd with many viclen
and, &l time=, Ee-threstening
incaderte. The paychological
ellecis ol these noidents
culminaled in him suffering
thee reghitrnere of PTS0. Affer
diagneais and euleaqueant
treatmant. it becams evidert

i o

astormes teat range from saving people's bees, o police olficers
laging thasirs. The owarriding thems of the bock is discusssd n
graphic dstad. with liltle or no sanitsation.

Paul Hommer, 2 NSWPF Senior Coratable for 1 years, wrote
thie biock with the infenfion of adiscating podice, their familas,
and the general public as towhat | = realy liks to bs a podice
allicer, ard Lo assesl hose sullening. and thoss Beirg wah, Post-
Traurnahc Siress Discrder, of PTSD

il Fe wec b fod b abobe (o Conbimes o lunclion as a poboe
cfficer and he was sventualy medically discharged fram the
MEW Police Force.

Thiz AR ravviwsr thoraughly recommands Jack Kode (o readaers
asz a grity and honest explanation of what PTSD i, and what §
ig really bhe from the perspective of the sufleser and his farmdly
By APJ Assistant Editor Greg Byrme
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