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The petrified tree trunk - estimated to be 34 million years old - is
removed from a property north of Armidale

Petrified tree trunk from
34 million years ago

The following story appeared in
The Armidale Express in 1966:

WHAT may be the largest uncut pre-
cious stone in Australia will soon be
chipped out of volcanic rock on a
property north of Armidale.

The precious stone is of opaline
silica, weights between two and
three tons, and is 34 million years
old.

Itis a petrified tree trunk, believed
to be the largest and best preserved
specimen yet discovered in north-
ern NSW.

About 50 per cent of the trunk is
agate, a hydrous form of silicate,
used in making jewellery.

Cut up and polished, the trunk
would be worth several thousand
dollars.

The Gem and Mineral Club hopes
to make the trunk a tourist attrac-
tion for Armidale. )

The trunk was dis?ered last

month by the owner of the property
when he hooked it with a plough.

He described his find to Mr A.-H
Willott, who was surveying on the
property for the Lands Department.

For the past month, members of
the club have been excavating
around the trunk at weekends.

They dug four feet down but then
struck rock.

Club members have kept the loca-
tion of the site secret so the trunk
may not be spoiled by vandals, or
precious stone enthusiasts chip-
ping off pieces of agate:

Two  geologists from the
University of New England,
Professor G.M Philip and Dr R.A
Bsinns, examined the tree trunk
early this week.

They said a count of growth rings
indicated the tree was about 100
years old when buried by lava.

They estimated the age of the
trunk to be 34 million years
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WINDOW INTO LIFE AS A COP: Former police officer, ¥

hfet says ‘gives the reader an insight into my life as a paliceman and my demise there-
after”

PAUL Horner's job ultimately
became his nightmare.

Now he is helping to'ensure
that others don't go down the
same tragic track.

Mr Horner, 38, is a former
police officer with 11 years in
the NSW Police Force, medical-
ly discharged in April 2010 after
a diagnosis of chronic Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) and depression.

The’illness was, he said, a

~direct result of coping wnh he

stress of. being a fully opdra- .
tional police officer, “living in a
world offering a constant and
relentless level of increasing -
violence.", : :

“It came to the pmm where |
just couldn't cope,” he said. |

“My job ultmmtely l)eeame
iy nightmare.”

Today, two years later, whlle
he manages his illness “to some
degree,” Mr Horner still strug-
gles  with depression and
“extreme nightmares.” |

One way of coping has been
to write a book.

“The Crashing of a Policernan
(NSW Police and PTSD)" tells
the story of his career at some
of the busiest and hardest
police beats in NSW, with a
range of storjes from saving

>aul Horner, with his book which

people’ s, lives to * ‘almost’ Iosrng 3

_their families, who also suffer as

'.bthe' book to “put positive pres-
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my own."

“Mr Horner also talks of * the
failing of the system which I
trusted and bélieved in.”

“l want to help police and -

a consequence of a copper’s,
j()b he said.
-At the same time, he wants

sure on every police force in
Australia to change their ways
so that the engine room of the
force is looked after the way in
which they deserye and treated
withrespect.” . - S
Mr Horner'’s book is avallable
through ' “the  publishers,
www.zeus-publications.com, or’
emailing the author at crumb
shorner@hotmail.com.

Key tips for life after rain in your garden

IN BLOOM: A Canterbury bell

GARDENS have been under
considerable stress with
recent continual rain result-
ing from the ‘La Nina' weath-
er pattern.

Although summer is draw-
ing to its calendar end it has
been such a strange season
and a warm spell could
mean you need to turn sprin-
kler systems on.

Now is the time to take

. softwood cuttings

Agapanthus, Belladonna
lilies and Hydrangea have
finished blooming and now
is a good time to spot non-
Australian shrubs and bulbs
for adding to your garden in
the future.

Choose the best plants for
your area after observing
and inquiring what is suited
to your location as you can
waste space with a plant in
an unsuitable position. -

Don't locate flower or veg-
etable beds in shady spots,
or within three metres. of
trees or in areas exposed to
wind:s

Vegetable beds are best .

running north to south. If
you want early onions, start
sowing seeds now.

. * Rake up early leaf fall
and use in your compost bin

* Refer to vegetables list for -

planting before it gets too
cool to plant. .

* Keep vegetables moving
with liquid manure or fer-
tiliser.*

¥ Prune shrubs that ‘have*

Your garden

The expert
Ray Monty

finished ‘flowering, also
pelargoniums.

* Look under leaves for
greyish powdery mildew on
cucumbers, squash,

etc. Spray with  fungicide.

PROPAGATING  SOFT-
WOOD OR HALF-RIPENED
CUTTINGS

Raising your ‘own plants
from cuttings is not as hard
as you may think.

And exchanging bits and
pieces with friends is pleas-
ant as" well as economical.

Hardwood cuttings are prop-,

agated in winter but - soft-
wood or ‘half-ripened wood’
is available now. °

It's quite easy, using liquid

or powder growth-promot-

ing substances, to speed up
the formation of roots.
For the home gardener,

plastic covers/bags| will
keep the leave surfaces con-
stantly moist.

Place the containers in a

well-lit spot and make sure -

drainage is good.
Softwood cuttingst  Cut
the top two to three dentre

metres of a rapidly growing

shoot, remove most of the
lower leaves and firm half
the length in a potting mix
with perlite or polystyrene.

Take care not to let cuttings.

wilt.

You can propagate Frlca.
Penstemon, Fuschia and
Coleus qulte rapldly this

ay.
Try Callistemon and

Leptospermum. Half-
Take ..
shoots that have stopped °

ripened  cuttings:

growing and woody; cut
pieces five to eight ¢entre
metres-and bury half length
in your potting mix.

This method is generally
‘used for conifers, fibrous-

rooted begonias, carnation$

and pinks, geraniums, the

various daisies, hydrangeas,
correas,
melaleucas.
Cuttings must never be
allowed to dry out. When
they have produced a good
_root system and newly shot
leaves, transplant [them
into the garden or into pots
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grevilleas | and

on a scool-ish day and :
~water well

Flowers are fading so get

around to see other gardens

before it's too late!

Observe the best plants in
your area for the end of the
season and note them for
future use.’ Choosing the

right plant is essential - rk

don’t waste time and effort

on a plant that just wont !

thrive.

‘With the approach of' :
autumn ;many plants are -
storing up food and energy

. for their dormant period and
the flush of new growth in
spring. Seasonal winds may
damage trees and shrubs so
you should prune out any

broken branches and cover

with a wound-dressing palnt.
Bulbs: ' The last.

Agapanthus have bloomed
and bulbs now go into their
dormant period. Order your

bulbs from various catalogsv_

no
FLOWERS AND VEGETA-,

BLES TO PLANT

calendula, Canterbury bell,

delphinium,

*larkspur, lupin, pansy, stock
sweet pea, wallflower. .

 Seedlings: alyssum, del-

‘phinium, dianthus
Vegetables:
root, broccoli,

cauliflower,lettuce, leek,

coli, c
: silver beet.

Flowers: Seeds: aiyssum. 1

gypsophila,_~

Seeds: beet-' -
cabbage,

white onion, silver beet,
spinach.Seedlings brgc-'» ;
bbage, celery leek




