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r Bill oates is the UNE archivist. ll you have
an old phOtograph depicting local history,
email  to'him on woates@une.edu.au 0r
drop i t  in to The Express Off ice in Faulkner
sr.

\
The petrif ied tree trunk - estimated to be 34 mill ion years old - is
removed from a property north of Armidale
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rnorrt l .r  by t lre owner of t l re property
wlien he ho<,rkecl i t  with a plough.

He c lescr ibec l  h is  f ind  to  Mr  A .H
W i l l o t t ,  w h o  w a s  s u r v e y i n g  o n  t h e
l)roperty for the Lancls Department.

For  the  Dast  month .  Inenrbers  o f
t h e  c l u b ' h a v e  b e e n  e x c a v a t i n g
around the trunk at weeken(ls.

They clug four feet clown but then
s t ruck  rock .

Club men.rbers have kept the loca-
t ion  o f  the  s i te  secre t  so  the  t ru t rk
may no t  be  spo i led  by  vanda ls ,  o r
prec ious  s tone en thus ias ts  ch ip -
ping off pieces of agbte.

Two geologists f  rom the
Univers i ty  o [  New Eng land,
Pro fessor  G.M Ph i l ip  anc l  Dr  R.A
Bs inns ,  examined the  t ree  t runk
early this week.

They said a count of growth r ings
ind ica ted  the  t ree  was about  100
years old when buried by lava.

They  es t imated  the  age 'o f  the
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Key tips for life alte r rain in your igarden ,
t ra in
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GARDENS have been under
cons iderab le  s t ress  w i th
recent continual rain result-
ing  f rom the 'La  N ina 'weath-
er pattern.

dlthough summer is draw-
ing to i ts calendar end i t  has
been such a strange season
and a  warm spe l l  cou ld
mean you need to turn sprin-
kler systems on,

Now is  the  t ime to  take
softwood cutt ings

Agapanthus ,  Be l ladonna
l i l i es  and Hydrangea have
f in ished b looming and now
is a good t ime to spot non-
Austral ian shrubs and bulbs
for addlng to your garden in
the fut-ure.

Choose the best plants for
your area after observing
and lnqulr lng what ls suited
to your locatlon as you can
waste space wlth a plant ln
an unsultable poslt lon. -

Don't locate flower or veg-
etable beds In shady spots,
or withln three metres. of
trees or in areas exposed to
wlnd;+

Vegetable beds are best
running north to south. I f
you want early onlons, start
sowing seeds now.

URGENT
. 

* Rake up early leaf fal l
and use in your compost bln
* Refer to vegetables list for
plantlng belore i t  gets too
cool to plant.

* Keep vegetables mciving
wlth l lqutd man[re or fer-
t l l isei. '

* Prune shrubs that'have

plastlc covers/bagsi wi l l
keep the leave surfaceF con-
stantly moist.  i

Place the containeis in a
we l l - l l t  spo t  and make sure
drainage is good. ,

Softwood cutt ingsi Cut
the top two to three qentre
metres of a rapidly grbwlng
shoot, remove most Pf the
lower leaves and f irrh half
the length in a pott in! mix
wlth perl i te or polystyrene,
Take care not to let culfings
wi l t .  i

You can propagate prica,
Penstemon,  Fusch ia  and
Coleus  qu l te  rap ld ly  th ls

Flowers are fadlng,so get
around to see other gqrdens ,
belore lt's too latet

Observe the best plants In
vour area for the erid of the
season and note them for
,future, rusb;', Choosing "the,

right - pilant: ls cjssentlal . - -
don't'Waste tlme and effort
on a plant that fust won't
thrive. " r:i ''.
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the approach of 
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autumn'many plants :are .
storing up food and energy 

-

for thelr dormant perlod and
the flush ol new growth ln
sprlng, Seasonal wlnds maY
damage trees and shrubs:so
you should prune out any
broken branches and cover
wlth a wounddr.es,slng Palnt.' Bulbe: The last. of
Aga$anthus have bloomed
atd-bulbs now go lnto thelr
dormant perlod. Order Your
bulbs from varlous catalogs
noW. :
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Ray Monty

f  inlshed 
' f lowerlng, 

also
pelargoniums.

* Look under leaves for
greyish powdery mlldew on
iucumbbrs, squhsh,

etc. Spravwlth fuetc. Spraywlth funglcide.
PROPAGATING SOFT.
etc. Dpraywrrn
PROPAGATING

WOOD OR HAIF.RIPENED
CUTTINGS .

Ralsing yourown plants
from cuttlngs is not as hard
as vou mav think,

And exihanging blts and
pieces with friends is pleas-
ant as well as economlcal.
Hardwood cuttlngs are prop-,
acated In wlnter but soft-'
wbod or'half-rlpened wood'
is avallable now. :'

It's qulte easy, using liquid
or powder growth-promot-
ing-substanCes, to spe'ed tlp
the formatlon ol roots,
; Foi the home gardeneri

used for conlfers.
rooted begonlas,
and plnks, geran
vailous daisles, hl

Flowers: Seeds:.alyssum,
calendula, CanterbutY lell,
delphinium, gyPsoPhlla,
larkspur, lupln, PansY, stock'
srbeet pea, wallf lower-: sel,itinfus: alyssum, del-
phlnlum, dlanth.us
Vecetables: Seeds: beet-
rodt, broccoll, .cabbage,
caullt lower,lettuce, ' leek,.
whlte onion. silver beet,'
spinach:Se'eatiniis: broc::
cblt, cabbage, celerY, leek,'
s l l v e r b e C t .  r  " . .  ;
. ' . : '  , , . ' r . ' r .  -

correas,
.rnelaleucas.
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lN BLOOM: A Canterbury bell

waterwbll . '  ' :  ' . .
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Petrified tree trunk lrom
34 million years ago
The fol lowing story appeared in
The Armidale Express in 1966:

WHAI'may be the largest uncut l tre-
cious stone in Austral ia wil l  soon l ;e
ch i l r l red  ou t  o f  vo lcan ic  rock  on  a
pr t rper ty  nor th  o f  Armida le .

The prec ious  s tone is  o f  opa l ine
s i l i ca ,  we igh ts  be tween two an t l
th ree  tons ,  anc l  i s  34  mi l l ion  years
o ld :

It  is a petr i f  ied tree trunk, bel ieved
to be the largest ancl best preservecl
specimen yet discovered in north-
ern NSW.

About  50  per  cent  o f  the  t runk  is
agate ,  a  hydrous  fo rm o f  s i l i ca te ,
used in making jewellery.

Cut  up  and po l i shed,  the  t runk
wou ld  be  wor th  severa l  thousand
dollars.

The Gem and Mineral Club hopes
to  make the  t runk  a  tour is t  a t t rac-
t ion for Armidale.


